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BomUi, They speak of the government always as " Pk>d~
311011 tcse," not "Italian/5 In short, there exists in the south a
strong reactionary party. It is well to have freedom of thought
and of speech ; and one appreciates this in Italy, after breath ing
the unwholesome political atmosphere of Rome. Bat to
consolidate their free institutions, much self-denial and many
sacrifices are still required; and some of Italy's best friends
begin to doubt whether, after so long a period of misgovern -
ment and neglect, there is virtue enough left among the people
to submit to what is necessary in order to restore credit, and
make Italy an united and powerful state.

The climate of Naples is delicious from the end of
September till the end of December. In the months of Febru-
'ary and March cold winds are prevalent, very trying to invalids,
and to travellers just arrived from the tropics. They should bo
careful not to remain long in the south at that particular
season, but should spend a few days in Naples, and then pass
on to Rome.

F returned to Rome on the 1-ith March, in company with a
most agreeable American lady and gentleman, whose acquaint-
ance he had made at the Hotel de Russie, and whom he had
the pleasure to meet afterwards in Florence. The morning was
rainy; but the afternoon proving clear and fine, enabled him to
see much of the country which had been concealed by the mist
on the journey south. After spending about a fortnight in
Rome, he started for Florence at 7 A, M. of the 28th,
intending to visit several places of interest on the way.
The views from the railway carriage grew prettier and more
varied as the train proceeded northwards, especially beyond
Foligno (the junction of the Ancona and Florence lines) which
was reached a little after 2 o'clock.

We cannot, however, stop with him at Assisi, to visit the exten-
sive monastery of St. Francis, with the very curious double Church
(upper and lower) thereto attached, full of Interesting frescoes
of the 13th century, besides pictures, carved woodwork, and
handsome sepulchral monuments. Suffice it to say, that it will
well repay the traveller to spend a day there, providing himself
beforehand with a r?iiL)ply of good bread, tea, and wine, which
are not procurable of safe quality at the Albergo del Leone,
a clean and otherwise most respectable house.

Nor can we halt with F at Perugia, which stands,
like Assisi, near the top of a hill, and commands exquisite
views of the country in all directions. Formerly one oi
the moat important cities of Etruria, it is now the chief town